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| were taken out of the water, and were yet reſtored, 
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ANV and indubitable ate the inflances of 
the poſſibility of reſtoring to life perſons 


apparently ſtruck with ſudden death; whether the 


evil proceeded from a ſtroke of apoplexy, con- 
vulſive fits, ſuffocation by noxious vapours, ſtran · 
gulation by the cord, or drowning ; although the 


party had remained ſenſeleſs, and without any the 
leaſt figns of life, for a conſiderable time. Caſes 
of this nature have occaſionally preſented themſelves 
in every country; and although they could not 


fail to ſurpriſe for a ſeaſon, yet they were conſidered 
and neglekted as very fingular and extraordinary 
phoenomena, from which no ſalutary conſequences 


could be drawn, 


The memoirs of the ſociety; inſtituted at Amferdani, 
mention ſeveral caſes, well atteſted, where the patients conti- 
nued zpward: of an hour, without any figns of life, after they 
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(4) 
Theſe, repeated inſtances at length attracted 


the attention of ſome benevolent Gentlemen in 
Halland; where, from the great abundance of 
cCanals and inland ſeas, the inhabitants are particu- 
larly expoſed to accidents by water. They per- 
ceived with deep regret, that numbers, and thoſe 
principally among the moſt laborious and de- 
ſerving part of the community, were annually 
drowned : and they juſtly conjectured that /ome at 
leaſt might have been ſaved, had they not been 


entirely abandoned as dead, or very ſuperficially 
treated. They carefully collected the hints that 


were diſperſed through various publications, con- 
cerning the method of treating perſons in this cri- 


tical ſtate. Theſe they made public, and propoſed 


rewards to thoſe who ſhould put them into exe- 
cution. Their humane attempts far exceeded their 
molt ſanguine expectations. They became inſtru- 
mental in the reſtoration of ſeveral, who muſt 
other ways have periſhed inevitably, This A. 
ſucceſs engaged the general notice, and was ſo 


univerſally cquntenanced, that they were at length 
enabled to form themſelves into à reſpectable ſo- 


ciety, and extend their plan over the ſeven provinces. 
And it muſt afford real pleaſure to every friend of 
the unfortunate to be informed, chat about 1 150 
perſons, of whom the lives of many were very im- 


portant to their families, and to the community, 


have been redeemed from N in the N of 
A few. years. 


The authentic ane produced of their 


remarkable ſucceſs, inſtigated other countries alſo 
to imitate their example, In the year 1768, the 

magiſtrates of , health at Milan, and, Venice iſſued 
orders for the treatment of - .drawned perſons.” 
The city of . oppvipced a ſimilar ordinance 
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. 
to be read in all their churches, extending their 


ſuccour not only to the drowned, but to the ſtrangled, 


to thoſe ſuffocated by noxious vapours, and to the 


frozen. The firſt part of the Dutch Memoirs was 


preſented to the Imperial academy at Peterſburgh, 


and was tranſlated into the Ruſſian language, by 
command of the Empreſs. In the year 1769, the 
Empreſs of Germany publiſhed an edit, extending its 


directions and encouragement to every caſe of acci- 


dental death that afforded a poſſibility of relief. In 


the year 1771, the magiſtrates of the city of Paris 


founded an inſtitution alſo in favour of the drowned. 
And the repeated inſtances of ſucceſs in each coun- 
try have abundantly confirmed the truth of the facts 


related in the Amſterdam Memoirs. 


4 the year 1773, Dr. Cogan tranſlated theſe Me- 5 
moirs “, in order to inform this part of the world of - 


the practicability of recovering perſons apparently 


drowned; And Mr. Hawes having alſo exerted his 

_ endeavours to excite the attention of the public to 

the ſame ſubject, theſe gentlemen united and pro- 
poſed a Plan for the introduction of a ſimilar inſti- 


tution into theſe kingdoms. This Plan was ſo well 


received, and met with ſo much encouragement from 


ſeveral gentlemen of influence, that they were ſoon 


enabled to form a Society to pramate its laudable 


deſigns. 


The Members of this Society fatter dent ire 


that the peculiar humanity and importance of ſuch 


an Inſtitution will ſufficiently recommend it, They 


7 See the Memoirs of the Society efthuted at FE HIFI 
in favour of drowned perſons, publiſhed by Mr, G. Robin/on, 
Pater-ngier-row. Thee are earneſtly recommended to the pe- 


ruſal of every one. They contain ſuch a variety of caſes, mi- 


nutely related and well authenticated, as would render it un- 


pardonable in us not to attempt a milar Inſtitution, 
| A 3 18 rejoice 
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rejoice in the encouragement i it has already received, 


and doubt not its continuing to meet with that pa- 


tronage from the Public, which it deſervedly claims, 
The objects theſe humane inſtitutions attempt to 


relieve, are the moſt pitiable of any that can be 


imagined, Their view ' is, to reſtore ſuch as have 


in an inſtant been numbered amongſt the dead, by 


ſome dreadful diſaſter, or by ſome ſudden impulſe 
of phrenſy. 

With ceſpect to the latter claſs, although i it is 
miſery i in one ſhape or other that drives any one to 
commit the horrid crime of ſuicide, yet every ſerious 
and conſiderate mind muſt earneftly wiſh to ſnatch 


them from ſuch a deſtruction; that their ſouls may 
not ruſh into the preſence of their Creator, fained 
with the guilt of murder; and that their relations 
may alſo be reſcued from the ame as well as loſs 


to which ſuch raſhneſs expoſes them. In ſome 


_ _ caſes, perhaps, they may repeat their attempts, and 
_ elude all endeavours to fave them; yet as their 
horrid deſigns are moſtly the effect of a temporary 


phrenſy, there is greater reaſon to expect, that 


when returned to their ſenſes, they will rejoice in 
their eſcape, and cordially thank their deliverers. 


Another claſs whom theſe inſtitutions are intend- 


ed to befriend, are the induſtrious Poor: Theſe, 
from working upon the water, and in mines, &c. are 
neceſſarily expoſed to the diſaſters mentioned above: 
and ſurely they have a kind of demand upon us, 
do ſtep in, and avert, if poſſible, the fatal conſe- 
| quences to which they are expoſed, by ſerving the 
community with their labours, and gaining an ho- 
neſt livelihood for themſelves and families, 


But theſe eſtabliſhments intend a general benefit. 


They provide a poſſibility of reſtoration, which 
may affect individuals in any ſphere of life, either 


in 


F 3 | 
U =. in their own perſons or in their connections. There 
Ki is ſcarcely any one but what is expoſed to accidents 
by water, where buſineſs or pleaſure may call them. 
And how many a parent is hourly ſubje& to the 
danger of ſeeing a ſprightly and adventurous ſon 
brought home to him a breathleſs corpſe! What 
would they not give at that inſtant for the moſt 
diſtant hopes of a recovery! i e 
Theſe few hints may convince every thinking 
man of the great importance, and peculiar huma- 
nity of ſuch eſtabliſhments; nor can we harbour a 
HER doubt, but that (as ſoon as the general attention 
[8 ſhall be properly fixed upon this object) the ſame 
benevolent ſpirit that has made proviſion for every 
other caſe of diſtreſs, will be eager to reſtore 4 
Fatber to the fatherleſs, a huſband ta the widow, and 
4 a living child to the boſom of its mournful parents, 


I. The Society has undertaken to publiſh, in as 
extenſive a manner as poſſible, the proper methods of 
treating perſons in thoſe unfortunate circumſtances, 
II. To diſtribute a premium of two Guineas. 

among the firſt perſons, not exceeding four in 
HG number, who will attempt to recover man, woman, 
LS br child, taken out of the water for dead, within 
j the cities of London and Weſtminſter, or the parts ad- 
5 jacent; provided they had not been longer than /wo 
hours under the water; and provided the Aſſiſtants 
perſevere in the uſe of the means recommended, and 
no others, unleſs under the direction of a regular prac- 
titioner, for the ſpace of two hours: This reward to 
be given though they may not prove ſucceſsful. 
III. To diftribute in like manner four Guineas 
„ Pherever the patient has been reſtored to life. 
IV. To give to any publican, or other, who ſhall 
5 1 admit 


1 
admit the body into his houſe without delay, and 
furniſh the neceſſary accommodations, the ſum of 
one Guinea; and alſo to ſecure them from the charge 
of burial, - in unſucceſsful caſesns. 
V. A certain number of medical gentlemeh, ſta- 


tioned near to the places where diſaſters by water 


are moſt frequent, have engaged to give their aſſiſt- 
ance gratis; theſe gentlemen are to have a fumiga- 
tor, and other neceſſaries, always in readineſs . 


N They flatter themſelves, that by theſe regulations 


many individuals, in and about this metropolis, 


will be ſecure of the beſt and moſt immediate aſ. 


ſiſtance in this critical ſtate : And, where it ſhould 


not prove ſucceſsful, their relations will always 


nave the ſatisfaction of reflecting, that the laſt ef · 
forts have not been neglectetm. 


The general advantages ariſing from this plan are 


many, and muſt be obvious to every one. Although 
accidents by water may not be ſo frequent in or 


about this city as in ſome parts of Holland, yet 


they are ſufficiently numerous to awaken the con- 


cern of every compaſſionate breaſt. The bills of 
mortality inform us, that no leſs than one hundred 
and twenty-three perſons were drowned within their 
limits in the courſe of the laſt year, It is true ſome 
tew of them, being carried off by the tide, were 
not found for ſome days, and their recovery became 


» Should the Society meet with due encouragement, it is 


| propoſed to preſent an honorary Medal to any medical gentle- 
man or other, who might not accept of a pecuniary reward, in 
all thoſe caſes where they have been inſtrumental of ſucceſs. 
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totally impoſſible. But the majority were in more 


favourable circumſtances, and ſeveral of them 


might, in all probability, have been reęſtored by a 
ſpeedy and judicious treatment. Suppoſe but one in 


ten reſtored, what man would think the deſigus of 


this ſociety unimportant, were. —— his en 
or his friend hat one? 
But farther, The public. in eee will OY ins 


ſtructed in what manner to proceed, in theſe and 
_ other caſes of apparent deaths, toberever they may 


happen; and they will be excited to exert theit 
utmoſt endeavours, when they are aſſured upon the 
beſt authority, that of repeated and inconteſtible 
facts, that perſons have been recovered, after there 
was not one fign of life remaining, and after the 


means have been employed for upwards of an hour, 


without any viſible ſucceſs. It is not to be — 


that they will any longer ſatisfy their own minds, 


with the ſame ſuperficial attention they would be- 


ſtow upon a favourite animal in the like circum- 
ſtances. There is every reaſon to hope, that a 


general ſpirit of trying theſe ſalutary experiments, 


wich vigour and perſeverance, will be diffuſed over 
the whole kingdom; productive of the moſt happy 


conſequences to multitudes. 


May we not expect alſo, that other parts of the 
nation will imitate the example ſer them in this 


metropolis, and form ſimilar inſtitutions, to avert 
the evils to which the inhabitants may be peculiarly 
liable, by their ſituation or employ? How benefi- 


cial they might prove in /ea ports, in any large town 
by the fide of a river, and particularly in countries 
abounding with mines, where numbers have heen, 
in an inſtant, ſuffocated by ſudden damps; we 
muſt leave to the conlideration-of the powerful and 
opulent 1 in thoſe reſpective counties. 


It 
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" hehe appears alſo, from the above 1055 
chat when the firſt and extraordinary 


ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the generous. The ſum al- 


ready ſubſcribed will enable them to aſſiſt but a very 


few of the numerous caſes, which are likely to occur 


in the courſe of the year, - perhaps not enough to 
give the methods recommended a juſt trial. They 
are not ſo ſanguine as to imagine all would recover 
by the moſt advantageous treatment; yet they flatter | 
themſelves, from the ſucceſs of ſimilar inſtitutions 
abroad, that public benevolence will enable them to 


be hs of equal benefits to the mtg 


Thoſe who are willing to encourage this humane 


deſign, are informed that Jubſcriptivns are taken in 
at the following places, viz. 
ames Horsfall's, Eſq; ; (Treaſurer) MiddleT TY "22 
r. J. B. Rich, Secrecary) No. 4, Field-Courh, 


Cray 's-Inn, Helborn—or at the 
Tanden Coffee-bouſe, Ludgate-hill, 
Chapter Coffee-bouſe, Pater- noſter-row : 3 
New-York Coffee bouſe, Corubill; 

Su Tavern, Radcliffe- Highway. 


Signed by Order of the Society, 


J. B. RICH, Secretary. 5 


LIST 


charges are 
_ defrayed, the current expences will only bear an 
exact proportion to the attempts actually made for 
tthe reſtoration of life. So that, if the accidents be 
few, the demands will be trivial. Let, notwith - 
ſtanding theſe advantages, the ſociety is obliged to 
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APPENDIX 


Containing theMuewory of TREATMENT FX 


Drowned Perſons, - 


— In removing the body to a convenient place, 


great care muſt be taken that it be not bruiſed, nor 


ſhaken vioſently, nor roughly handled, nor carried 
over any one's ſhoulders with the head hanging 
downwards, nor rolled upon the ground, or over a 
barrel, nor lifted up by the heels, except with the 
| greateſt caution, For experience proves, that all 
| theſe methods are injurious, and often deſtroy the 
ſmall remains of life. The unfortunate object ſhould 
be cautiouſly conveyed by two or more perſons, or 
in a carriage upon ſtraw, lying as on a bed with the 
head alittle raiſed, and kept in as natural and eaſy = 
=Y poſition as poſſible, 5 | 
II. The body being well dried with a cloth, 
ſhould be bony in a moderate degree of heat, but 


not too near a large fire. The windows or door 
of the room ſhould be left open, and no more per- 


ſons be admitted into it than thoſe who are abſo- 


jutely neceſſary, as the life of the patient greatly 


depends upon their having the benefit of a pure air. 
The warmth moſt promiſing of ſucceſs is that of a 


bed or a blanket, properly warmed. Bottles of hot 


water ſhould be laid at the bottoms of the feet, in 
the; Joints of the knees, and under the arm- pits; and 


a warming- > 
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\ the neighbourhood of a warm bath, brew-houſe, 


„ 

a warming: pan, moderately heated, or hot bricks 
wrapped in cloths, ſhould be rubbed over the body, 
and particularly along the back. The natural and 

| kindly warmth of a healthy perſon, lying by the ſide 

of the body, has been found in many caſes yery ef- 
ficacious. The ſhirt or clothes of an attendant, or 
the ſkin of a ſheep freſh killed, may alſo be uſed 
with advantage. Should theſe accidents happen in 


baker, glaſs- houſe, ſaltern, ſoap- -boiler. or any fa- 
brick where warm lees, aſhes, embers, grains, ſand, 
water, &c. are caſily procured, it would be of the 
utmoſt ſervice to place the body in any of theſe, 
moderated to a degree of heat, but MT: little exceeds 
ing that of a healthy perſon. _ 5 
III. The ſubject being placed in one or other of 
theſe advantageous circumſtances as ſpeedily aspoſ- 
fible, various ſtimulating methods ſhould next be 
employed. The moſt efficacious are, — to blow with 
force into the lungs, by applying the mouth to that 
of the patient, cloſing his noſtrils with one hand, 
and gently expelling the air again by preſſing the 


| -cheſt with the other, imitating the ſtrong breaths 


ing of a healthy perſon. —Whilſt one aſſiſtant is 
conſtantly employed in this operation, another ſhould 


throw the ſmoke of tobacco up by the fundament 


into the bowels, by means of a pipe or fumigator, 
ſuch as ate uſed in adminiſtering tobacco clyſters; +» 
a pair of bellows may be uſed until the others can 
be procured, A third attendant ſhould, in the mean 
time, rub the belly, cheft, back and arms, with a 
coarſe cloth or flannel dipped in brandy, rum, gin, or 
with dry falt, fo as not to rub off the ſkin : ſpirits. 

of hartſhorn, volatile ſalts, or any other ſtimulating 
ſubſtance, mult alfo be applied to the noſtrils, and 
rubbed upon the temples very frequently. The 


body 


: (19 ) 


body ſhould at intervals be ſhaken alſo, ind varied | in 
| its poſition, $5 LOI 
IV. If there be any ſigns * &ffirciing life, aueh 
as fighing, gaſping; twitching, .6F any cui : 
motions; beating of the heart. che return of the natu⸗ 
ral colour and warmth; bleeding either in the arm 
or jugular vein, or temporal artery, now becomes 
particularly neceſfary. The throat ſhoutd'be tickled 
with a feather, in order to excite a propenſity to 
Vvomit; and the noſtrils alſo with a feather, ſnuff, ar 
Fe other ſtimulant, ſo as to provoke ſneezings. A 
EE . = a ſpoonful of warm water may be adminiſtered * 
5 now and then, in order to learn whether the power 
of ſwallowing be returned: and if it be, a table- x 
33 ſpoonful of warmed wine, or brandy and water, 
1 may be given with advantage: but not before; LO i 
— the liquor might get into the lungs before the wer 
of ſwallowing returns. The other methods ould” 
be continued with vigour, until the 2 be Sta- | 
dually reſtored. 

We have been as. circumſtantial as poſſible! in 
| the above directions, that if one conveniency ſhould 
1 be wanting, the attendants may not be at 4 loſs” 
| for others. Where the patient has lain but a ſhort 
4 -- - ſenſeleſs, blowing into the 17 75 or bowels has 
8 been, in ſome caſes, Found ſufficient : yet a ſptedy 
| recovery is not to be expected in general. On the 
| © contrary, the above methods are to be continued with 
ſpirit for tu bours, or upwards, although there 
ſhould not be the leaſt ſymptoms of returning life. 

The vulgar notion that a perſon will recover in a 
few minutes, or not at all ; and the ignorant, fooliſh 
ridiculing, of thoſe who are willing to perſevere, as 
if they were attempting impoſſibilities, has moſt 


certainly cauſed the death of many who might other- 
wiſe have been ſaved. 


Moſt 
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Mloyſt of the above tules are happily of ſuch a figs | 
ture, that they may be begun immedi | 


ately, and that 
by. perſons who are not acquainted with the medical 


art; yet it is always adviſeable to ſeek the aſſiſtance 


of ſome regular practitioner as ſoon as poſſible; not 
only as bleeding is always proper, and ſometimes 


eſſentially neceſſary ; but as it is to be preſumed that 
ſuch a one will be more ſkilful and expert, and bet- 


ter able to vary the methods of procedure as circum- 
ſtances may require.  _ er 
The Society think it proper to obſerve, that theſe 


means of reſtoration are applicable to various other 


caſes of W be deaths; ſuch as hanging, ſuffo- 


Wherever any good has been produced by the 


means recommended, the perſon who has ſuperin- 
| tended the cure is deſired to write 4 circumſtantial 
account of it to James Horsfall, Eſq; Treaſurer, 
Middle Temple, or Mr. J. B. Rich, No. 4, Field- 


court, Gray's-inn, Holborn, Secretary to the So- 


. 18 7 
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| amps and noxious vapours, whether pro- 
ceeding from coal-mines, the confined air of wells, 
ciſterns, caves, or the Muſt of fermenting liquors | 
to thoſe ſeized with apoplectic and convullive fits, 

and alſo to the frozen. And they hope that ſome 

_ perſons of influence in the parts where ſuch acci- 
dents moſtly happen, will form a ſimilar inſtitution 
for the recovery of the unhappy victims. 
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Mr. Oakley Halford, Surgeon and Apothecary 
China Walk, Chelſea. 


Mr. Harris, S7. Paul's Church-yard. 


Mr. Harris, Surgeon and Apothecary, New Falact: 
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Mr. Wright, Surgeon and Apothecary, near the 
| Lying-in Hoſpital, Weſtminſter Bridge. 
Mr. John Wynde, — and 8 Bed- 
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| Director. f 
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